JESUS’ SEVEN “I AM” SAYINGS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

In the course of writing his gospel, the apostle John shared seven (7) instances where Jesus identified Himself very distinctly by using the words “I am” as He shared with His disciples and His audiences who He really was.

If those two words sound familiar, those are the words that God used in identifying Himself to Moses when He met him at the burning bush.  As God shared with Moses what God intended him to do for his people in Egypt, Moses had many questions — one of which was:  “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’  Then what shall I tell them?” — Moses, Exodus 3:13.  God’s answer: “I AM WHO I AM.  This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you’” — God speaking, Exodus 3:14.  This became the basis for God’s name going forward in His relationship with Israel:  Yahweh.  Jesus describing Himself in this particular way — beginning all these descriptions with the words “I AM” — essentially tells us that Jesus is identifying Himself as God — the same God who met Moses at the burning bush — and who is now meeting the world in the flesh.  In short, He knows who He is — and here is how He described Himself in John:

“I AM the bread of life (the living bread)” — John 6:35, 48, (51).

“I AM the light of the world” — John 8:12.

“I AM the gate” — John 10:7, 9.

“I AM the good shepherd” — John 10:11, 14.

“I AM the resurrection and the life” — John 11:25.

“I AM the way and the truth and the life” — John 14:6.

“I AM the true vine” — John 15:1, 5.
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