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TH E  R ADICAL R ABBI: 
“R ADICAL WOR SH IP ” 

6.5.22 
 
 
INTR ODUCTION 
Our radica l rabbi, J esus of Nazareth, spent  three years t eaching his followers many th ings.  
But  the outcome tha t  he was looking for  was not  new or  extended head knowledge; the 
Phar isees and other  religious leaders had showed in abundance that  simply having a  lot  of 
theologica l smart s was not  the poin t  of either  the Scr iptures or  the Messiah.  All the 
t eachings of J esus were meant  to have an  outcome tha t  looked like something, blending 
in to a  lifestyle so t ransparent ly stamped with the likeness of God tha t , wherever  the 
followers of his Son were in  the wor ld, the people encounter ing them would a ll come to the 
same conclusion  as members of the Sanhedr in had observed dur ing an in terroga t ion they 
had conducted of two of the disciples, Peter  and J ohn.  As they quest ioned these two, t h ey 
t ook  n ot e t h a t  t h ese m en  h a d  been  wit h  J esu s — and Those leaders saw   3b .4:1 Act s

tha t  they of Peter  and J ohn lives  eheard something so peculia r ly outstanding in both  th
colla r  -uneduca ted, blue esehad changed th bodyomeS  to one conclusion:could only come 

tha t  could not  be  men, now filled with a  spir it  of hopes and fear les guys in to passiona te
And   and courage tha t  could not  be in t imidated.tha t  could not  be dismissed, , joy dest royed

they knew who tha t  “Somebody” was. 
 
Over  the last  two weeks, we have looked a t  two different  yet  fundamenta lly impor tant  
aspect s of the Chr ist ian life that  had so grabbed Peter  and J ohn:  (1) worshiping God by 
sit t ing a t  the feet  of J esus and list en ing to h im speak to us — in other  words, making the 
word of God absolu tely foundat iona l in  our  lives, and (2) worshiping God by coming in to h is 
presence through prayer , making communing with God, t a lking with  h im about  everyth ing, 
equa lly absolu tely foundat iona l in  our  lives.  But  note the common word in both act ivit ies:  
worship — declar ing by our  response to God the wor th of God in  our  lives.  Put  another  
way:  Both of these act ivit ies reflect  the exact  same picture of coming in to the presence of 
Almighty God Himself.  Those two means of worship a re key ingredient s in  the growing and 
matur ing life in  Chr ist .  So as we begin, le t ’s  s t a r t  w it h  t h e  k e y  in gr e d ie n t  of p r a ye r . 
 
TH E  “WH Y” OF  BIBLE  STUDY AND P R AYE R : 
You know, in  our  day and age, we have lot t er ies going on  a ll the t ime, with numbers for  the 
winner  or  winners somet imes in the hundreds of millions of dollar s.  Well, today we’re going 
to look a t  a  couple of t reasure chests to which God has given us access — amazing chests 
filled with r iches beyond compare.  And the cool th ing is, there is a lways more than  enough 
for  anybody who wants them.  Come on  down; these t reasures are for  anybody and 
everybody.  And you can  come aga in and aga in  and aga in — there is no limit .  In  fact , t ruth  
be told, it ’s Chr ist ’s desire that  you never  stop. 
 
These two t reasure chest s a re “Bible study” and “prayer .”  And before we go any fa r ther , 
please understand tha t , when I t a lk about  Bible study or  prayer , I am not  referr ing to those 
opportunit ies tha t  we provide here in  our  church .  I am ta lking about  your  own pr iva te, a t -
home oppor tunit ies. 
 
OK; let ’s star t  with  the t reasure chest  tha t  is Bible study.  Now remember  a  couple weeks 
back when we fea tured a  story about  J esus visit ing the sister s Mary and Mar tha.  Martha  
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flew in to the kitchen  and got  busy t rying to prepare a  meal for  her  honored guest .  Mary, on  
the other  hand, spent  her  t ime sit t ing at  the feet  of J esus, just  list en ing to h is t eaching.  
When Mar tha  figured out  where her  sister  was and what  she was doing — instead of 
helping her  — she was rea lly t icked off.  But  J esus responded to her  by saying:  “Ma r t h a , 
Ma r th a ,” t h e Lor d  a n swer ed , “you  a r e wor r ied  a n d  u p set  a bou t  m a n y t h in gs, bu t  
few t h in gs a r e n eed ed  — or  in d eed  on ly on e.  Ma r y h a s ch osen  wh a t  i s  bet t er , a n d  i t  
wi l l  n ot  be t a k en  a wa y fr om  h er ” — Lu k e 10:41-42.  Wow — Mary had chosen a  

.t reasure tha t  was not  only hers in  tha t  moment  but  would remain  hers throughout  etern ity  
 
So what  a re some of the t reasures await ing us when we dive in to God’s word?  Well, how 
about  these samples: 

1) Direct ion (Psa lm 119:105).  “Your  word let s me see where I’m going!” 
2) Answers for  life: 

a ) Anxiety (Philippians 4:6-7). 
b) Meet ing my needs (Philippians 4:19). 
c) Overcoming fear  (II Timothy 1:7). 
d) Overcoming guilt  (I J ohn 1:9). 
e) Loneliness (Mat thew 28:20; Psa lm 23:4).  Some 22% of millennia ls say they don’t  

have any fr iends.  Some 25% of millennia ls — tha t ’s one out  of four  — say they 
don’t  even  have any acquain tances.  Brad Delp was the lead singer  for  the 1970s 
rock group Boston.  He had wor ldwide fame, with  fans all over  the globe.  He 
succumbed to su icide.  The note he left  behind sa id in  par t , “I am such  a  lonely 
soul.” 

f) Need to be loved (J eremiah  31:3) 
g) Fear  of reject ion (Mat thew 11:29; “Do n ot  fea r , for  I  h a ve r ed eem ed  you ; I  

h a ve su m m on ed  you  by n a m e; you  a r e m in e” — God  sp ea k in g ,  I sa ia h
43:1b . 

h) Purpose:  F or  we a r e God ’s h a n d iwor k , cr ea t ed  in  Ch r i st  J esu s t o d o good  
wor k s, wh ich  God  p r ep a r ed  in  a d va n ce for  u s t o d o — P a u l ,  E p h esia n s
2:10. 

3) St rengthened fa ith (Romans 10:17). 
4) Resistance to t emptat ion  (Psalm 119:11). 
5) Godly wisdom:  Al l  S cr ip t u r e i s God -br ea t h ed  a n d  i s u sefu l  for  t ea ch in g , 

r ebu k in g , cor r ect in g  a n d  t r a in in g  in  r igh t eou sn ess, so t h a t  t h e ser va n t  of 
God  m a y be t h or ou gh ly eq u ip p ed  for  ever y good  wor k  — P a u l , I I  Tim ot h y 

17.-3:16  
6) Spir itua l victory:  t h e swor d  of t h e S p ir i t , wh ich  i s t h e wor d  of God  — P a u l , 

6:17b. E p h esia n s  
7) Encouragement :  You r  wor d s beca m e for  m e a  joy a n d  t h e d el igh t  of m y h ea r t  

— (N AS B1995). a15:16 J er em ia h  
8) Nobody understands:  F or  we d o n ot  h a ve a  h igh  p r iest  wh o i s u n a ble t o 

em p a t h ize wi t h  ou r  wea k n esses, bu t  we h a ve on e wh o h a s been  t em p t ed  in  
ever y wa y, ju st  a s we a r e — yet  h e d id  n ot  sin  — 4:15. H ebr ews  

9) Nobody on my side:  [J esu s] i s  a b le t o sa ve com p let ely t h ose wh o com e to God  
t h r ou gh  h im , beca u se h e a lwa ys l ives t o in t er ced e for  t h em  — 7:25. H ebr ews  

10) Our only standard:  J esus (J ohn 13:15). 
11) Forgiveness: 
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a) Our rea lity:  [A]l l  h a ve sin n ed  a n d  fa l l  sh or t  of t h e g lor y of God  — P a u l , 
R om a n s 3:23.  That  means church people, too, including members of our  own 
church  family. 

b) God’s response:  Be k in d  a n d  com p a ssion a t e t o on e a n oth er , for g ivin g  ea ch  
ot h er , ju st  a s in  Ch r i st  God  for ga ve you  — P a u l , 2.4:3 E p h esia n s  

c) Limit s on forgiveness:  NONE!!!  P et er  ca m e a n d  sa id  t o H im , “Lor d , h ow 
oft en  sh a l l  m y br ot h er  sin  a ga in st  m e a n d  I  for g ive h im ?  Up  to seven  
t im es?”  J esu s sa id  t o h im , “I  d o n ot  sa y t o you , u p  t o seven  t im es, bu t  u p  
t o seven ty t im es seven ” — In  other  words,   5).AS B199(N 22-18:21 Ma t t h ew

and I cer ta in ly hope it  is; I  —way of life forgiveness is not  a  moment ; it ’s a  
need God to be forgiving me a ll day, every day.  What  if God put  persona lly 

limits on how often he forgave us? 
d) The test ing side of forgiveness:  If we t ru ly believe tha t  God is sovereign  overa ll, 

tha t  h is eye is t ru ly even  on  the smallest  sparrow, that  he knows the numbers of 
ha ir s on  our  head and the number  of days in  our  lives, then we need to 
understand t r ia ls and test ings for  what  they a re:  an  oppor tunity gifted to us by 
God h imself for  our  growth, for  our  benefit .  They are an opportunity to ga in  
matur ity in  Chr ist  — and a  moment  brought  to us by a  perfect ly loving God who 
only desires the best  for  us. 
 
It ’s like th is:  Somebody genuinely sins aga inst  us; for  example, they verba lly 
t ake us out  to the woodshed and “bea t” us within  an  inch  of our  lives.  Or  maybe 
somebody is t a lking about  us behind our  backs — you know, that  gossip th ing.  
Hur t  and pa in?  Absolutely!  Frust ra t ion?  Tell me something I don’t  know.  And 
you want  more pa in?  Have the sinner , the person  who went  a fter  us like th is, be 
a  member  of our  own church  family here.  Ouch even  more! 
 
But  here’s the dea l:  While what  tha t  person did is absolu tely sin (and there is no 
a rgument  about  tha t ), for  everybody else who may be a ffected, it  is a  test .  How 
are we going to react?  Are we going to pray for  tha t  person?  Are we going to 
pray that  we would reflect  the words of J esus:  “A n ew com m a n d  I  g ive you :  
Love on e a n ot h er .  [H ow d o we d o t h a t ; wh a t  d oes t h a t  look  l ik e?  
An swer :]  As I  h a ve loved  you , so you  m u st  love on e a n ot h er .  [So wh a t  
d oes t h a t  d o?  An swer :]  By t h i s ever yon e wil l  k n ow th a t  you  a r e m y 
d i scip les [t h ey wi l l  see t h a t  you  h a ve been  wit h  J esu s], i f you  love on e 
a n ot h er ” — J esu s Ch r i st , 35.-13:34 J oh n  
 
So a re we going to pray for  wisdom tha t  we have the r ight  response?  Are we 
going to pray tha t  our  act ions and responses will glor ify God?  Are we going to 
pray to pra ise God and bow to his sovereign  r ight  to t est  us, and pra ise h im for  
having such a  love for  us that  he wants us to grow more and more in to the image 
of h is Son?  Do we recognize tha t  that  is the grea test  compliment  of love a  
Chr ist ian can receive, tha t  the God who loved us so much he sacr ificed h is own 
Son on our  beha lf would test  us because he only wants the best  for  us? 
 
Sound crazy?  That ’s what  the disciples did:  The Sanhedr in  ar rested them for  
t eaching in the name of J esus and had them flogged.  Their  response?  Th e 
a p ost les l eft  t h e S a n h ed r in , r ejoicin g  beca u se t h ey h a d  been  cou n t ed  
wor t h y of su ffer in g  d isgr a ce for  t h e N a m e — That ’s what  Paul   5:41. Act s
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singing hymns in pr ison while being held in  stocks in  pr ison   —nd Silas did a
That ’s what  J ames told us we can  know:  .  (Acts 16) following their  being flogged

Con sid er  i t  p u r e joy, m y br ot h er s a n d  si st er s, wh en ever  you  fa ce t r i a l s of 
k n ow t h a t  t h e t est in g  of you r  fa i t h  p r od u ces  m a n y k in d s, beca u se you

p er sever a n ce.  Let  p er sever a n ce fin i sh  i t s  wor k  so t h a t  you  m a y be 
Does God’s   4.-1:2 J a m es —m a t u r e a n d  com p let e, n ot  l a ck in g  a n yth in g 

test ing dr ive us to our  knees in  pra ise and worship for  such a  love as h is? 
 
And not ice something about  a ll these pieces of t reasure — not  to ment ion  ones that  we 
didn’t  even ment ion .  They are not  bits of fan tasy, but  ra ther  real-wor ld t reasures for  rea l-
wor ld issues.  God has given  us h is word as a  t reasure to enr ich  us while we t ravel in  th is 
wor ld. 
 
Wow — and just  when you thought  what  could be bet ter  than th is t reasure chest , there’s 
another  one r ight  next  to it , equally open for  us to exper ience and enjoy.  So what  a re some 
of the t reasures found in  th is next  chest  ca lled “Prayer?”   

1) Prayer  br ings us closer  to God, deepening our  rela t ionship with  h im, meaning tha t  
we become closer  to his pr ior it ies, h is way of doing th ings.  David knew tha t , 
wr it ing:  Th e Lor d  i s n ea r  t o a l l  wh o ca l l  u p on  H im , to a l l  wh o ca l l  u p on  H im  
in  t r u t h  — Da vid , why the author  of Hebrews was so That ’s   8.145:1 P sa lm

th er efor e com e bold ly t o t h e t h r on e of gr a ce,  Let  u semphat ic when he wrote:  
 H ebr ews —t h a t  we m a y obt a in  m er cy a n d  fin d  gr a ce t o h elp  in  t im e of n eed  

(N KJ V). 4:16  
2) Prayer  focuses us on God’s pr ior it ies:  S in ce, t h en , you  h a ve been  r a ised  wi th  

Ch r i st , set  you r  h ea r t s on  t h in gs a bove, wh er e Ch r i st  i s , sea t ed  a t  t h e r igh t  
h a n d  of God .  S et  you r  m in d s on  t h in gs a bove, n ot  on  ea r t h ly t h in gs — P a u l , 

2.-3:1 Colossia n s  
3) Prayer  discredit s anxiety (Philippians 4:6-7). 
4) Prayer  inspires hope:  Ma y t h e God  of h op e fi l l  you  wit h  a l l  joy a n d  p ea ce a s 

you  t r u st  in  h im , so t h a t  you  m a y over flow wi th  h op e by t h e p ower  of t h e H oly 
S p ir i t  — P a u l , 15:13. R om a n s  

5) Prayer  br ings God’s answers:  “Ca l l  t o Me, a n d  I  wi l l  a n swer  you , a n d  sh ow you  
gr ea t  a n d  m igh ty t h in gs, wh ich  you  d o n ot  k n ow” — God  sp ea k in g , J er em ia h

(N KJ V). 33:3  
6) What  if I’m not  sure what  to pray:  In  t h e sa m e wa y, t h e S p ir i t  h elp s u s in  ou r  

wea k n ess.  We d o n ot  k n ow wh a t  we ou gh t  t o p r a y for , bu t  t h e Sp i r i t  h im sel f 
in t er ced es for  u s t h r ou gh  wor d less gr oa n s — P a u l , 8:26. R om a n s  

Wow — pret ty great  t reasure chests, don’t  you th ink? 
 
AP P LICATION 
So why th is par t icu la r  message?  One memory from my fir st  church:  After  a  Sunday 
message, he came up to me after  the service and said how much he apprecia ted my 
messages.  But  then he sa id how glad he was to hear  them because that  was the only t ime 
in  the week he opened h is Bible — and he was one of my elders. 
 
It  became clear  to me tha t , for  many Chr ist ians, they have let  church  act ivit ies — morning 
worship and Bible studies — become their  sole visit  to the t reasure chest s.  Wow — ta lk 
about  a  self-inflicted in jury.  There a re 168 hours in  the week.  For  a ll tha t  Chr ist  offers to 
mean and provide for  us, we’re going to be content  with a  one-hour  visit ?  Are we rea lly 
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going to allow ourselves only one meal for  the en t ire week?  We’re not  just  going to be 
hungry.  We’re going to be sta rving! 
 
So what  do we do with a ll of th is?  Well, it  goes back to something we have voiced many 
t imes over  these last  years:  Our  decla red fa ith in  J esus Chr ist  has to be more than  
decla red; it  has to look like something.  J esus h imself sa id as much to his disciples, once 
very pointedly asking them:  “Wh y d o you  ca l l  m e, ‘Lor d , Lor d ,’ a n d  d o n ot  d o wh a t  I  
sa y?” — J esu s Ch r i st , display the tha t  And with in the context  of living lives   6.6:4 Lu k e

display the pr ior ity of spending  that  a lso and pr ior ity of spending t ime a t  the feet  of J esus
, most  of what  our  lives should look like is worship.t ime in  prayer  to J esus  

 
It ’s like th is:  We live in th is broken, corrupted wor ld 24/7.  Shouldn’t  our  worship a lso be 
24/7?  Radica l?  Maybe.  Necessary?  Absolu tely.  So everybody, how are you doing?  How is 
your  t ime in  Bible study?  Is it  happening?  Are you learn ing, growing?  Is it  making you 
want  more?  And prayer  — how much t ime are you spending ta lking with  God, and 
list en ing to God as well?  Prayer  is a  conversat ion  between two, not  just  one list en ing to the 
other ’s t a lk.  So how much t reasure are you cover ing yourselves with from each  chest?  
There’s no bot tom to the chest .  The only limits a re the ones we put  in  place. 
 
And how are those t reasures impact ing your  lives?  How are your  lives different  than they 
were, say, a  year  ago?  Are you finding yourself becoming more in  the image of Chr ist , or  
less?  These may be awkward or  difficult  quest ions to consider , but  they a re essent ia l as we 
look to the fu ture. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Now, as we close, one problem in  the wor ld — of the “severa l” problems in  the world — is 
people outside of Christ ian ity cr it icizing or  mocking it s people or  it s beliefs.  The t ru th is, 
un less somebody has exper ienced meet ing J esus Chr ist  for  who he t ru ly is, they don’t  know 
anyth ing about  Chr ist ian ity.  Oh, they may have some understanding of the religion , but  
they don’t  have a  clue about  the rela t ionship.  As Paul sa id so well:  Th e p er son  wit h ou t  
t h e Sp ir i t  d oes n ot  a ccep t  t h e t h in gs t h a t  com e fr om  t h e Sp ir i t  of God  bu t  con sid er s 
t h em  fool i sh n ess, a n d  ca n n ot  u n d er st a n d  t h em  beca u se t h ey a r e d i scer n ed  on ly 
t h r ou gh  t h e S p i r i t  — P a u l , I  Cor in t h ia n s 2:14. 
 
Exact ly how foolish  may Chr ist ian ity look?  One of my favor it e guys, A.W. Tozer , wrote th is:  
A rea l Christia n is a n  odd number  a nywa y.  He feels supreme love for  One whom he ha s 
never  seen , ta lks familia r ly every da y to Someone he ca nnot see, expects to go to heaven on  
the vir tue of Another , empties himself in  order  to be fu ll, a dmits he is wrong so he ca n be 
decla red r ight, goes down in order  to get up, is strongest when he is wea kest, r ichest when he 
is poorest a nd  happiest when he feels worst.  He d ies so he ca n  live, forsa kes in order  to ha ve, 
gives awa y so he ca n keep, sees the invisible, hea rs the ina udible a nd  knows tha t which  
pa sses knowledge. 
 
So why is Chr ist ianity rea l for  us instead of foolishness?  We know the grea test  rea lity of a ll 
— God.  We worship in h is word; we worship in prayer  — a ll th is because we carry the Holy 
Spir it , a  direct  deposit  of Chr ist  h imself, in  a ll our  lives.  Worshiping God through J esus 
Chr ist  is how a ll of who and how God is is revea led to us.  It ’s how he leads us, guides us, 
reminds us, and ta lks to us. 
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And why is th is so impor tant?  Well, look a round a t  the wor ld.  How’s tha t  working out  for  
everybody?  And yet  th is is the t ime and place to which  God has placed us.  And as we look 
a t  the wor ld, we need to be aware of one overr iding rea lity, and I’m reminded of it  by th is 
memory:  I remember , par t icu lar ly dur ing the Apollo lunar  missions, watching the 
countdowns before those massive rockets fired and the spacecraft  left  the launch pad on its 
way to the moon.  Well, there a re three countdowns going on r ight  now — countdowns to 
which we will never  know their  end is near  unt il their  end happens.  And what  are those 
countdowns? 

1) The end of my days.  OK; I don’t  rea lly care about  that  because, by the grace and 
mercy of Almighty God, I have a  post  office box wait ing for  me in heaven — along 
with an  etern ity in  the presence of J esus h imself.  So whatever  my days (Psa lm 
139:16), I can  h it  “zero” anyt ime. 

2) The end of days of those a round me.  OK; some of those a re, like me, writ t en  in  the 
book of life and beyond ready for  heaven.  But  there a re a lso many around me not  
saved.  Their  days may be close to concluding; have I connected them with  the 
gospel?  Chr ist  died for  them, too. 

3) The end of days for  the church .  This comes from our  End Times Bible study group 
(star t ing up aga in in  September ) but  the Rapture, an  event  in  rea l t ime where God 
will pu ll h is church  (a ll believers in  J esus Chr ist  wor ldwide) off-planet  and in to 
heaven can  a lso happen a t  any t ime. 

 
All of those “clocks” a re in  countdown mode, meaning they are a ll heading for  “zero.”  Are 
we making use of a ll the t ime and oppor tunit ies we have? 
 
But  another  quest ion  comes to mind.  For  those of us who are Chr ist ians, what  are your  
pr ior it ies?  Are you looking forward to heaven?  Do you have an eagerness for  Chr ist ’s 
return tha t  you  have for  absolu tely noth ing else? 
 
Think about  it  like th is:  Imagine a  person  tha t  you  admire more than anybody in  the 
wor ld.  And that  person lets you know tha t  they a re coming to your  house.  You are invited 
to tell anyone and everyone about  th is amazing moment  that  is promised to you.  Only 
problem:  You’ve been  told everyth ing about  this coming except  when it  is going to happen.  
How would that  impact  how you prepared, how you lived your  life? 
 
Well, J esus is coming, for  sure, in  rea l t ime, to br ing a ll h is ch ildren home.  What  are you 
doing to be ready?  What  a re you doing to help get  other  people ready?  The clocks are 
t icking; the countdown is underway. 
 
How are you doing?  Are you cont inuing your  t r ips to the t reasure chest s of Bible study and 
prayer?  Are you growing, matur ing, fa lling in love with  your  Savior?  Let ’s pray! 


